
 

AUGUST 12, 2019 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

A special meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Ontario Town Hall. Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Joseph Catalano, Richard Leszyk, 

Scott TeWinkle, Jeremy Eaton, Assessor Melissa Halstead, Walworth Supervisor Susie Jacobs and Attorney 

Richard Williams. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to enter into Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. for 

a personnel matter. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to adjourn executive session at 6:55 p.m. 

5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
 

A regular meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Ontario Town Hall.  Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Joseph Catalano, Richard Leszyk, 

Scott TeWinkle, Jeremy Eaton, Superintendent of Highways Marilee Stollery, Code Enforcement Officer Brian 

Smith, Town Engineer/Water Superintendent Adam Cummings, Assessor Melissa Halstead, Library Director 

Sandra Hylen, Attorney Richard Williams and Town Clerk Debra DeMinck. 
 
Absent: Director of Recreation & Parks William Riddell 
 
22 residents and visitors were present at portions of the meeting. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to approve the 

agenda as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Comments from the Public – A resident stated he backs the Code Enforcement Officer 100% after seeing a 

sign in town against the Code Enforcement Officer. 

Another resident asked how the new accounting firm was doing. Mr. Robusto stated the books are posted and 

balanced for 2018 and there are no penalties that he is aware of. 

Another topic was the website not being up to date, could we do with a part time Assessor and if the Water 

Superintendent isn’t going to be doing drainage, who is? 

Another resident spoke of a drainage issue and the town needs to solve the problem. 

 

Approval of Minutes - Mr. Robusto asked for approval of the minutes of the July 22 and 27, 2019 Town Board 

Meetings.  A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to approve the minutes as 

presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED  

 

Correspondence – Received a letter, with pictures, from Don and Nancy Anderson regarding their drainage 

issues on Lakeside Road. Gave Board Members and Attorney a copy. 

 

Attorney for the Town Report – None 
 
 
Department Head Reports -  

Town Clerk – a motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to receive the July 2019 report 

as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Superintendent of Highways – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to accept the 

July 2019 report as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
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Superintendent of Water Utilities/Town Engineer – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. 

Eaton, to accept the July 2019 report as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Code Enforcement Officer – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to accept the 

July 2019 report as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Sole Assessor – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to accept the July 2019 report as 

presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Director of Recreation & Parks – Verbal report given by Mr. TeWinkle 

 

Economic Development Department – Verbal report given by Mr. TeWinkle 

 

Watershed Management Advisory Council – No report 

 

Library – A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to accept the July 2019 report as 

presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Supervisor’s Financial Statement – No report 

 

Ontario Town Court – No reports 

 

Animal Control Officer – No report 

 

Old Business – Renovation of Town Hall  
 
Russell Stiles, Account Manager of Gordian, a construction data company, gave an overview of the proposal for 

the Town Hall renovation project with costs.  

The bottom line would be $165,000 coming from the HR1 Town Hall/Library capital reserve account for 

window replacement, new composite siding, gutters & downspouts and all associated items necessary to 

complete this project. Drainage is still pending. 

Mr. Leszyk asked if there would be a person on site to oversee the work. That option is available for an 

additional cost. He asked if that would fall to Brian to oversee the work. The contractor would provide plans.  

Mr. Leszyk supports this proposal as he feels it is long overdue and the current condition of the Town Hall is an 

embarrassment. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the Supervisor to sign the proposal 

with Gordian to make the necessary, listed improvements to the Town Hall/Library complex for $165,000 from 

the HR1 capital reserve account. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

New Business – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle,  seconded by Mr. Catalano, to authorize the Highway 

Superintendent to attend the 2019 Annual Highway Conference September 17-20, 2019 at the Villa Roma 

Resort and Conference Center in Callicoon, NY with all actual and necessary expenses to be a town 

charge. This will come from account code A5010.4 with a cost not to exceed $1,500.00, which is budgeted 

as requested in memo 19-11. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to table the milling and paving of the front 

parking lot of Town Hall and around Palmer Hall from RoadTek until the Town Hall drainage issue is 

resolved. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to adopt the following: 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE   

TO THE TOWN OF ONTARIO   

BY DENNIS A. COYLE  
   

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle was hired by the Town of Ontario Water Utilities on April 9, 1990; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle provided admirable service to provide water and sewer installation, operation 

and maintenance efforts for 30 years; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle has achieved a level of professional stature in the water resource recovery 

industry, formerly known as water and wastewater treatment; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle has met and maintained the esteemed qualifications of Grade 2A Community 

Water Systems Operator, Grade D Distribution System Operator, and Collection System Operator; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle served as the Crew Chief of the Town of Ontario Water Treatment Plant since 

2017; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle is a lifelong resident of the Town of Ontario; and  

WHEREAS, Dennis A. Coyle has proven to be one of the most dependable employees during his term with the 

Water Utilities Department, answering the call of duty at all hours of the day and night as customer and 

equipment demands warranted; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of his contributions and service to the residents of the Town of Ontario;   

BE IT RESOLVED that the Ontario Town Board, which also serves as the Board of Water Commissioners of 

the Town of Ontario Benefit Area #1 Water Improvement District, commends Dennis A. Coyle for his many 

years of dedicated service to the Town of Ontario and the community at large; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this RESOLUTION be entered in the minutes of the Ontario Town Board 

meeting this 12th day of August two thousand nineteen and a certified copy of this resolution be presented to Mr. 

Dennis A. Coyle. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the repair of a low lift pump 

from Siewert Equipment on one of our Aurora Low Lift Vertical Turbine Pumps (VTP) at the Water 

Treatment Plant. This cost will not exceed $7,327.10 from budget code F8330.4 as requested by the 

Superintendent of Water Utilities in a memo dated August 12, 2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt the following: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION 
 

RESOLVED, that Paul E. Sucher and William Benedict, Town Justices of the Town of Ontario, are  

HEREBY authorized and directed to file an application for funds from the New York Justice Court Assistance 

Program L. 1999, c280, up to the maximum amount available and upon approval of said request to enter into 

and execute a project agreement with the State for such financial assistance to the Town of Ontario Justice 

Court, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute and sign said 

application. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the Parks & Recreation seasonal 

staff adding Josiah Gross and Heather Wildey as lifeguards starting August 1, 2019 and ending 

September 5, 2019 at $13.25 per hour, part time, as requested in memo 21-2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to authorize the Assessor to hire JoAnn 

Amico part time seasonal on an as needed basis for the 2020 Town Revaluation at $15.30 per hour for a 

maximum of 20 hours per week starting September 3, 2019 ending no later than July 1, 2020. 5 Ayes  

0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
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A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to authorize the Assessor to attend the NYSAA 

2019 Fall Conference and Seminar on Assessment Administration from September 22-25, 2019 in Lake 

Placid, NY with all actual and necessary charges to be a town charge not to exceed $1,300.00 from 

account A1355.4 as requested in a memo dated August 12, 2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to authorize the purchase of a 2019 Ford 

Escape SE that would be assigned to the Assistant CEO/Fire Inspector and for use by the Town Assessor. 

This is a budgeted expense for an amount not to exceed $22,179.01 from budget codes A1620.2 - $10,000, 

A3620.2 - $10,000 and A1355.2 - $3,000 as requested in memo 19-07 from the Building Inspector. The 

Kelly blue book value for the 2005 Jeep is $1,900 and will be disposed of by whatever means the town 

board takes. 4 Ayes 1 Nay(Catalano) MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to adopt the following: 
 

Resolution to Set Public Hearing for Local Law #6 
   

WHEREAS, true and correct copies of proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2019: Repealing “Chapter 147 – Watershed 

Management Control” of the Code of the Town of Ontario, were delivered to each member of the Town Board; and  

WHEREAS, due consideration has been given to the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2019, by all 

members of the Town Board who were present; and  

WHEREAS, it was the considered opinion of all members of the Town Board who were present that a public 

hearing should be held on the 16th day of September, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, 

New York, to consider the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2019;  

NOW, on motion duly made and seconded, it was  

RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on the 16th day of September, 2019, at 7:00 P.M., Local Time, at the 

Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, New York, on the question of the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 6 of 

2019; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a Notice of Hearing and a copy of said proposed Local Law No. 6 of 2019, or a summary 

thereof, be published in a newspaper previously designated as an official newspaper for publication of public notices, not 

less than five (5) days prior to said hearing; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall post certified copies of both this Resolution and said proposed Local Law 

No. 6 of 2019, or a summary thereof, on the bulletin board, maintained by the Town Clerk pursuant to § 40(6) of the 

Town Law, for a period of not less than five (5) days prior to said public hearing. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION 

ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adopt the following: 
 

Resolution to Set Public Hearing for Local Law #7 
  
 WHEREAS, true and correct copies of proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2019: Code Enforcement, were delivered to each 

member of the Town Board; and  

WHEREAS, due consideration has been given to the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2019, by all 

members of the Town Board who were present; and  

WHEREAS, it was the considered opinion of all members of the Town Board who were present that a public 

hearing should be held on the 16th day of September, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, 

New York, to consider the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2019;  

NOW, on motion duly made and seconded, it was  

RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on the 16th day of September, 2019, at 7:00 P.M., Local Time, at the 

Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, New York, on the question of the adoption of said proposed Local Law No. 7 of 

2019; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a Notice of Hearing and a copy of said proposed Local Law No. 7 of 2019, or a summary 

thereof, be published in a newspaper previously designated as an official newspaper for publication of public notices, not 

less than five (5) days prior to said hearing; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall post certified copies of both this Resolution and said proposed Local Law 

No. 7 of 2019, or a summary thereof, on the bulletin board, maintained by the Town Clerk pursuant to § 40(6) of the 
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Town Law, for a period of not less than five (5) days prior to said public hearing. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION 

ADOPTED 
 
Appointments/Resignations –A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to accept the 

retirement letter of Dennis Coyle, effective August 17, 2019, from the Water Department. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to authorize the Water Superintendent to 

create a new position titled Water-Wastewater Maintenance Supervisor, to replace the previously termed 

“Crew Chief” position and to request Wayne County Human Resources to issue an examination for the 

Water Wastewater Maintenance Supervisor position. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to provisionally appoint Andrew 

Kujawski to fill the position of Water-Wastewater Maintenance Supervisor within the Water Utilities 

Department. He would begin this new position on or about August 15, 2019 with an increase in his base 

rate of $3.00 per hour and upon his successful completion of the examination he would be permanently 

appointed to this position. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Comments from the Public – A resident was concerned with the money being spent on an outdated building, 

meaning the Town Hall/Library complex. 

Another resident requested that the location of the Highway conference be in the minutes. 

 

Reports by Town Board Members – Mr. Eaton reported that the sidewalk committee and the BID are meeting 

tomorrow. 

 

Mr. Leszyk stated that good progress is being made on the Adhoc communications committee. He also thanked 

all the residents who are participating on the various committees. 

 

Mr. Robusto stated good ideas are coming from the Adhoc committee meetings. 

He presented Melissa Halstead, Assessor, with a bib for her new grandson, Jordan. 

He has been in weekly meetings regarding the lakeshore flooding issues and the Governor has committed 

$300,000 million to NYS for municipal projects. The Town of Ontario is looking to move the main pump 

station at Bear Creek which is below lake level. 

Last week the Governor announced there will be 20 million dollars available for residents and no particulars are 

available yet. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle stated the town has issues with chickens and he would like to workshop chickens in the near 

future. 

He also asked when the public hearing is on the Heliport on Boston Road. It is August 19, 2019. 

He asked when the Town Audit will be done. Mr. Robusto stated September. 

 

Mr. Catalano gave an update on the county planning board meeting. He is going to attend a training class. 

He would like to workshop the possibility of hiring Kim Leonard on a part time, permanent basis to handle the 

day to day work at the Accounting Office. 

  

Approval of Claims - A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to approve the 

abstract of claims for August 12, 2019 including vouchers #1826 through #2127 (1977-1981, 2089-2091 

and 2021    used by the Business Office) with a grand total of $160,342.25 and to authorize the Supervisor 

to issue payments for same. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Executive Session - A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to move into an 

executive session at 9:06 p.m. for pending litigation and a personnel matter leading to said dismissal, 
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removal, promotion, appointment, employment, discipline, demotion or suspension. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 10:09 p.m. 

 

Adjourn - A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adjourn at 10:10 p.m. 5 Ayes  

0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

   

        Debra DeMinck 

        Ontario Town Clerk 

 

The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


